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The Secretary . .
An Bord Pleanala _
64 Marlborough St | ) %OBB PLE
Dublml TFME Do ev@ii[‘i&
i R 22 SEP 20
oy LTR-DATED FROM &"\
De\re'lépmgerit .' . T Dublm Mountams V:s:tor Centre-Strategic Deveiopment lmtlattve_ S
Location .71 Hellfire Club/Montpelier: HIII/Massy’s Woaod: .
Applicant S E.'South Dublin County Counz:}l

Reference Number : .IA0040 T

My Name 1s

I submit that thrs deveiopment is contrary to sustamabie development prmcnpies of proper :
planning; I also contend it is contrary to the SDCC's. Development Pla_n mciudmg its objectwes and’
policies: | beligve 'that itisa development which is both contrary_to 'the ‘current. land-use /zomng of
the area and whu:h IS alsu unsustamable/detnmenta[ to the overall ecofugy/enwronment of the

Please see. overleaf a list of additional reasons why l thmk An Bord Pieanala should refuse plannmg
permrssmn for the above development v - e

Enc!osed piease fi nd a payment of EUR 50 in respect of the Ob;ectlon Fee.

Yours Falthfully,

It




Reasons to Object

1 wish to c_:onﬁnent_ qﬁ .the_ above referenced Development inder thPRIBRRE
the order set out below: - R

Eeology . oRoamy

Sustainability/Amenity

Tme__

| e

chae L FROM_

ogy/Architecture R L

Zoning Issues .

-]

“The development is in a high amenity area which is also in close proximity to

agricultural zoning. The prospects (view eic.) are also protected.

- Cafe/restaurants are only to be considered in the context of existing premises. _: This is

not the case here. The reference to this site being necessary for a "wow" factoris .
something which is not recognised in planning law. It is subjective and the reality is

that there a mumber of sites on the surrounding areas with a good if not a spectacular
_view_;,-_‘_‘-E.'g.'Ti'cknock/(}rlagh_/GIenqr@‘q'Z'a;'e_'aﬂ"eﬁ_sﬁng_I;uﬂdiggsﬁdeyel'opmants with

‘acknowledged and prominent views.

‘Given that the EIAR readily admits that allproposedchanges will be permanent and - -

We have serious concerns regarding the site selection process — too narrow with some
sites ignored and not an independent process, -~

primarily will be moderate or greater in terms of severity of impact - it is essential that

Eculogy |

° The EIAR is 'generally deficient in respect of ecoldgy. -The-i:ﬁapping_ ofbird and = -

mammal life generally is either non-existent (in the case of birds) or vague/incomplete

(mammals). It is also noteworthy that ip'.t_elation.to_'bio‘divcfsit_y:there is no real sense
of Massy’s Woods as being fully separate from the Hellfire, =~ =~

There can be no argument over the serious impact upon fhe ecology. SDCC is clearly

ready and willing to sacrifice protected species and their habitats e, g. Red Squitrels,
Badgers efc; that this destruction will be undertaken simply for a commercial use -
coffee shop/restaurant is simply disproportionate and clearly a massive over- -
intensification of use which will also significantly impact on amenity.

Architecturé/Archaeelogy
¢ The EIAR makes it clear that the site has significant potential {page 196) and that the

site at Montpelier Hill is considered comparable to some world heritage sites -
Stonehenge is mentioned at page 200. Despite all of this, it is intended that stairways
be put in the middle of this archaeological material.

It should be noted that at places like Newgrange and Mullaghmore
interpretative centres are placed some distance away from the actual site that is being
interpreted or in a nearby town/village so as fo maximise the economic potential e.g,
Rathfarnham Village or Tallaght Village where public transport is already provided
for. We farther note the general comments below in relation to the actual centre in
any event. The site has no real public good/interpretative value. Itis primarily a
restaurant. All of the public spaces are seen as being of commercial value.

o



arge part. of the funding is commg frem Faﬂte Ireland funds Wluch are auned at

ge scale commercial acuvmes Susteunable in that sense is clearly ]mked fo -
ﬁnanexal sustainability.’ : _

' The Business Plan and Planmng Statement make conﬂlctng refereuces as to the o
importance of commercial’ actmty L ,

The reahty 1s that a threefold mcrease m v1s1tors

.'llbesought' There is no-. o
0 e;_a_sure the

ate. They. }iave sent letters to Wicklo County
: unty Couneﬂ about engagement butne

E.g. Two: Wlthm DIR Co ty
(for_mer Total F1tness Gym)_ _vmth amamng Vi _
. Rock: We note: that Glenvmgh Natlonal Park

References 0 presermg the 1andseape and fauna/flora sit.

" significant negative impacts on the overall environm
* planned destruction of habitats of protected animals - squn'rel and

- badger: ‘Archaeology that is compared {0 Stonehenge an Woﬂd Hentage Sltes w111
o 'be mtersected/evemdden by St’dlIS fer the p _ S s

'._'tli'e rbad inﬁastmctuxe and'ﬂne overall enviro _
| b ucation .
[ and sustamable development :

Addmenal Reasens/Cemments*' T

I support the above submission and wish to add

"'PL

As aregular user of the road network in this area, I have seen at first hand the dangers to those

using this network of twisting country lanes laid down in the 19% century: drivers passing out cyclists
labouring up the steep and twisting inclines, walkers on twisting lanes devoid of footpaths, downhill
cyclists exceeding the speed limits, horses trekking, etc. These lanes are already overloaded and will
become even more dangerous if this Visitor Centre is built.

Tl}e Woods and farmlands adjoining the proposed development are at present being abused by petty
emmmals (pools of broken glass in the carpark), indiscriminate littering (debris thrown into fields with
livestock) and anti-social behaviour (late night noisy drinks parties). These infrusions in a once
peaceful and still serenely beautiful mountain sanctuary will only grow more abhorrent year by year if
this ill-considered project goes ahead.

See Irish Times of 21% September 2017 - page 5, re: Black Valley, County Kerry. 5 ﬁ
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