The Secretary

An Bord Pleanala
64 Marlborough St
Dublin 1

Date: 9‘@/9’/!7

RE:

Development Dublin Mountains Visitor Centre-Strategic Development initiative
Location Hellfire Club/Montpelier Hill/Massy’s Wood

Applicant ‘ South Dublin County Council

Reference Number JA0040

e,
Dear Sir, AN EQM E —
Ascalvey. ‘W """"
I would like to object to the above development. /F‘ge veg.: | é
- SCJ
My Name is: INCENT O HARRY Rece; t;f o O

My Address is: A D ReVE R bE
INOC MY o N
DUBH Y DItAMI WS

I submit that this development is contrary to sustainable development, principles of proper
planning. | also contend it is contrary to the SDCC’'s Development Plan, including its objectives and
policies. [ believe that it is a development which is both contrary 1o the current land-use /zoning of
the area and which is also unsustainable/detrimental to the overall ecology/environment of the
area.

Please see overleaf a list of additional reasons why 1 think An Bord Pleanala should refuse planning
permission for the ahove development

Enclosed please find a payment of EUR 50 in respw%@@mg Ob;ectlon Fee.

Yours Faithfully,




Sustainability/ Amenity

Additional Reasons/Comments:

A large part of the funding is coming from Failte Ireland funds which are aimed at

large scale commercial activities. Sustainable in that sense is clearly linked to

financial sustainability.

The Business Plan and Planning Statement make conflicting references as to the

importance of commercial activity.

The reality is that a threefold increase in visitors will be sought, There is no

Woodland Management Plan or other ongoing control/monitor to ensure the

sustainability of the existing environment. The precise references to the types of

tourist sought (Culturally Curious and Social Energisers) in the business plan

contrasts markedly to the issues within the EIAR in relation to Biodiversity etc.

It is extremely worrying that SDCC have no Biodiversity Plan in place and they have

no dedicated Biodiversity Officer unlike other Dublin Local Authorities,

There has been significant confusion demonstrated by SDCC and Coillte to

date. They have sent Jetters to Wicklow County Council and Dun Laoighaire

Rathdown County Council about engagement but never once looked to engage with

them to find a more suitable site in the whole range of the Dublin Mountains. There

is no sense of partnership with other local authorities and no joined up thinking,
E.g. One: Within Wicklow County Council Area there is Glencree; it was
approved as a visitor centre in 2007-2008
E.g. Twe: Within DLR County Council there is Ticknock, a vacant site
(former Total Fitness Gym) with amazing views which is within a 5 minute,
minibus ride of Ticknock/Three Rock. We note that Glenveigh National Park
uses a similar ‘park and ride’ approach to their national park.

References to preserving the landscape and fauna/flora sit beside the reality of
significant negative impacts on the overall environment and visual panorama and the
planned destruction of habitats of protected animals -red squirrel and

badger. Archaeology that is compared to Stonehenge and World Heritage Sites will
be intersected/overridden by stairs for the purposes of tourism.

SDCC has consistently limited development in this area because of the limitations of
the road infrastructure and the overall environment and now plans a threefold increase
in footfall - most of which will be casual tourism with no real vision for real education
and sustainable development.



